UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 
AT LAW AND IN ADMIRALTY 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. Case No. 

SEVENTEEN MISCELLANEOUS FIREARMS, 
and 

APPROXIMATELY 5,478 ROUNDS OF 
ASSORTED AMMUNITION, 

Defendants. 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR CIVIL FORFEITURE IN REM 


The United States of America, by its attorneys, Matthew D. Krueger, United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and Scott J. Campbell, Assistant United States 
Attorney for this district, alleges the following in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure: 

Nature of the Action 

1. This is a civil action to forfeit properties to the United States of America, under 
18 U.S.C. § 924(d), for violations of 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). 

The Defendants In Rem 

2. The defendant properties comprise seventeen (17) miscellaneous firearms and 
approximately 5,478 rounds of assorted ammunition. A list of the defendant properties is 
attached to this complaint as Exhibit A . 
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3. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (“ATF”) seized the 
defendant properties on or about March 1, 2019, from Jeremiah Cholip at 4XXX Youngblood 
Road, Racine, Wisconsin. 

4. The defendant properties are presently in the custody of ATF in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

5. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the 
United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(a). 

6. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant properties under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(b). 

7. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1) because acts or 
omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district. 

Basis for Forfeiture 

8. Under 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3), it is unlawful for any person who is an unlawful 
user of, or addicted to, any controlled substance to possess, in or affecting commerce, any 
firearm or ammunition. 

9. The defendant properties are subject to forfeiture to the United States of America 
under 18 U.S.C. § 924(d) because they were involved in the violation of 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). 

Facts 

10. Marijuana is a Schedule I controlled substance under 21 U.S.C. § 812. 

11. Cocaine is a Schedule II controlled substance under 21 U.S.C. § 812. 
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Execution of search warrant at Jeremiah Cholip’s residence on March 1, 2019 

12. On or about March 1, 2019, ATF agents executed a search warrant at the 
residence of Jeremiah Cholip, 4XXX Youngblood Road, Racine, Wisconsin (the “Cholip 
residence”). 

13. Below are some of the items inside the Cholip residence on March 1, 2019: 

A. Approximately 2.6 grams of marijuana inside a plastic container, 

B. Two bowls containing cocaine residue, 

C. One bowl with two metal dishes and a card - all containing cocaine 
residue, 

D. Three pipes - one containing burnt marijuana and the other two containing 
black residue, 

E. A digital scale, 

F. A grinder containing marijuana residue, 

G. The defendant seventeen miscellaneous firearms, 

H. The defendant approximately 5,478 rounds of assorted ammunition, and 

I. Various firearm accessories. 

March 1, 2019 mirandized recorded statement by Jeremiah Cholip 

14. Jeremiah Cholip had arrived at his residence during execution of the search 
warrant. 

15. On March 1, 2019, at approximately 6:00 p.m., two ATF agents conducted a 
custodial interview of Jeremiah Cholip (the “Interview”). 

16. The Interview was audio recorded. 

17. Before conducting the Interview, an ATF agent read Jeremiah Cholip his Miranda 
Rights. Mr. Cholip stated that he understood each of his rights and that he was willing to speak 
with the ATF agents. 
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18. During the Interview, Jeremiah Cholip (“Cholip”) admitted, among other things, 
the following: 

A. Cholip is a recreational drug user, 

B. Cholip uses drugs to self-medicate, 

C. Cholip smokes marijuana about three or four times per week, 

D. Cholip has been smoking marijuana for about 20 years, 

E. Cholip uses cocaine about once per week, and 

F. Cholip has been using cocaine for about one year. 

19. Asa person who is an unlawful user of controlled substances, Jeremiah Cholip is 
prohibited from possessing firearms, in or affecting commerce, under 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). 

20. As a person who is an unlawful user of controlled substances, Jeremiah Cholip is 
prohibited from possessing ammunition, in or affecting commerce, under 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). 

21. Cholip’s possession of the firearms were in, and affected, interstate commerce in 
that each of the defendant seventeen miscellaneous firearms and defendant approximately 5,478 
rounds of assorted ammunition that he possessed on March 1, 2019, was manufactured outside 
Wisconsin, and therefore was transported in interstate commerce. 

22. The defendant seventeen miscellaneous firearms are therefore subject to forfeiture 
to the United States of America under 18 U.S.C. § 924(d) because they were involved in the 
violation of 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). 

23. The defendant approximately 5,478 rounds of assorted ammunition are therefore 
subject to forfeiture to the United States of America under 18 U.S.C. § 924(d) because they were 
involved in the violation of 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). 
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Administrative Forfeiture Proceedings 

24. On or about April 1, 2019, ATF commenced administrative forfeiture proceedings 
against the defendant properties, seventeen miscellaneous firearms and approximately 5,478 
rounds of assorted ammunition. 

25. On or about April 29, 2019, Jeremiah Cholip filed a claim and petition for 
remission to the defendant properties with ATF in the administrative forfeiture proceedings. 

Warrant for Arrest In Rem 

26. Upon the filing of this complaint, the plaintiff requests that the Court issue an 
arrest warrant in rem pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b), which the plaintiff will execute 
upon the defendant properties pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(d) and Supplemental Rule G(3)(c). 

Claims for Relief 

27. The plaintiff alleges and incorporates by reference the paragraphs above. 

28. By the foregoing and other acts, the defendant seventeen miscellaneous firearms 
were involved in the violation of 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). 

29. The defendant seventeen miscellaneous firearms are therefore subject to forfeiture 
to the United States of America under 18 U.S.C. § 924(d). 

30. By the foregoing and other acts, the defendant approximately 5,478 rounds of 
assorted ammunition were involved in the violation of 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). 

31. The defendant approximately 5,478 rounds of assorted ammunition are therefore 
subject to forfeiture to the United States of America under 18 U.S.C. § 924(d). 

WFIEREFORE, the United States of America prays that a warrant of arrest for the 
defendant properties - seventeen miscellaneous firearms and approximately 5,478 rounds of 
assorted ammunition - be issued; that due notice be given to all interested parties to appear and 

show cause why the forfeiture should not be decreed; that judgment declare the defendant 
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properties to be condemned and forfeited to the United States of America for disposition 
according to law; and that the United States of America be granted such other and further relief 
as this Court may deem just and equitable, together with the costs and disbursements of this 
action. 


Dated at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, this 11 th day of July, 2019. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MATTHEW D. KRUEGER 
United States Attorney 


By: 

s/SCOTT J. CAMPBELL _ 

SCOTT J. CAMPBELL 

Assistant United States Attorney 

Scott J. Campbell Bar Number: 1017721 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

Office of the United States Attorney 

Eastern District of Wisconsin 

517 East Wisconsin Avenue, Room 530 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 

Telephone: (414) 297-1700 

Fax: (414) 297-1738 

E-Mail: scott.campbell@usdoj.gov 
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Verification 


I, Ryan T. Arnold, hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that I am a Special 
Agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
that I have read the foregoing Verified Complaint for Civil Forfeiture in rem and know the 
contents thereof, and that the factual matters contained in paragraphs 10 through 23 of the 
Verified Complaint are true to my own knowledge. 

The sources of my knowledge and information are the official files and records of the 
United States, information supplied to me by other law enforcement officers, as well as my 
investigation of this case, together with others, as a Special Agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives. 

I hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Date: 7/11/2019 _ s/RYAN T. ARNOLD _ 

Ryan T. Arnold 
Special Agent 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 
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EXHIBIT A 


FIREARMS 



Description 

Serial No. 

1. 

SAVAGE STEVENS 258B Shotgun CAL:20 

None 

2. 

ITHACA GUN CO. Rifle Model: 49; CAL: 22 

490582658 

3. 

RUGER 77/22 Rifle CAL:22 

700-09-894 

4. 

UNIS Pistol CAL:ZZ 

69187 

5. 

REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, INC. 12 Shotgun CAL: 12 

59562 

6. 

RUGER 77/22 Rifle CAL:22 

720-07333 

7. 

WINCHESTER 67 Rifle CAL:22 

None 

8. 

WHITWORTH EXPRESS Rifle CAL:458 

B279559 

9. 

WINCHESTER 94 Rifle CAL:30-30 

1673216 

10. 

SMITH & WESSON M&P 45 Pistol CAL:45 

HMT4125 

11. 

Unknown Manufacturer Revolver CAL:ZZ 

39865 

12. 

M.A.B. A Pistol CAL:25 

106685 

13. 

Unknown Manufacturer Pistol CAL:ZZ 

34341 

14. 

GLOCK GMBH 21 Pistol CAL:45 

LGK741 

15. 

Unknown Manufacturer Rifle CAL:ZZ 

WI00010 

16. 

SAVAGE STEVENS 237A Shotgun CAL:20 

None 

17. 

AR-7 INDUSTRIES LLC AR7 EXPLORER Rifle CAL:22 

A272990 

AMMUNITION 

No. of Rounds / Description 


18. 

33 Rounds / CAL:ZZ 


19. 

12 Rounds / CAL:ZZ 


20. 

40 Rounds / CAL:ZZ 


21. 

13 Rounds / CAL:ZZ 


22. 

20 Rounds / CAL:ZZ 


23. 

177 Rounds / CAL:Multi 


24. 

937 Rounds / CAL:Multi 


25. 

37 Rounds / CAL:Multi 


26. 

244 Rounds / CAL:Multi 


27. 

1,330 Rounds / CAL:Multi 


28. 

114 Rounds / CAL:Multi 


29. 

394 Rounds / CAL:Multi 


30. 

2,100 Rounds / CAL:Multi 


31. 

10 Rounds / CAL:Multi 


32. 

15 Rounds / CAL:9 


33. 

2 Rounds / CAL:45 

5,478 Total Rounds 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 
AT LAW AND IN ADMIRALTY 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. Case No. 

SEVENTEEN MISCELLANEOUS FIREARMS, 
and 

APPROXIMATELY 5,478 ROUNDS OF 
ASSORTED AMMUNITION, 

Defendants. 

WARRANT FOR ARREST IN REM 

To: THE BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS, AND EXPLOSIVES 

Eastern District of Wisconsin 

WHEREAS, a Verified Complaint for Civil Forfeiture in rem was filed on the 11 th day of 
July, 2019, by the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, which seeks the 
forfeiture of the above-named defendant properties under Title 18, United States Code, Section 
924(d), and which prays that process issue to enforce the forfeiture and to give notice to all 
interested parties to appear before the court and show cause why the forfeiture should not be 
decreed; and due proceedings being had, that the defendant properties be condemned and 
forfeited to the use of the United States of America. 

YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED to attach and arrest the defendant 
properties listed below, which were seized on or about March 1, 2019, from Jeremiah Cholip at 
4XXX Youngblood Road, Racine, Wisconsin, and which are presently in the custody of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the Eastern 
District of Wisconsin, and to detain the same until further order of this Court. 
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FIREARMS 

Description 

1. SAVAGE STEVENS 258B Shotgun CAL:20 

2. ITHACA GUN CO. Rifle Model: 49; CAL: 22 

3. RUGER 77/22 Rifle CAL:22 

4. UNIS Pistol CAL:ZZ 

5. REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, INC. 12 Shotgun CAL: 12 

6. RUGER 77/22 Rifle CAL:22 

7. WINCHESTER 67 Rifle CAL:22 

8. WHITWORTH EXPRESS Rifle CAL:458 

9. WINCHESTER 94 Rifle CAL:30-30 

10. SMITH & WESSON M&P 45 Pistol CAL:45 

11. U nk nown Manufacturer Revolver CAL:ZZ 

12. M.A.B. A Pistol CAL:25 

13. Unknown Manufacturer Pistol CAL:ZZ 

14. GLOCK GMBH 21 Pistol CAL:45 

15. Unknown Manufacturer Rifle CAL:ZZ 

16. SAVAGE STEVENS 237A Shotgun CAL:20 

17. AR-7 INDUSTRIES LLC AR7 EXPLORER Rifle CAL:22 

AMMUNITION 

No. of Rounds / Description 

18. 33 Rounds / CAL:ZZ 

19. 12 Rounds/CAL:ZZ 

20. 40 Rounds / CAL:ZZ 

21. 13 Rounds /CAL:ZZ 

22. 20 Rounds / CAL:ZZ 

23. 177 Rounds / CAL:Multi 

24. 937 Rounds / CAL:Multi 

25. 37 Rounds / CAL:Multi 

26. 244 Rounds / CAL:Multi 

27. 1,330 Rounds / CAL:Multi 

28. 114 Rounds / CAL:Multi 

29. 394 Rounds / CAL:Multi 

30. 2,100 Rounds / CAL:Multi 

31. 10 Rounds/CAL:Multi 

32. 15 Rounds/CAL:9 

33. 2 Rounds / CAL:45 

5,478 Total Rounds 
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Serial No. 

None 

490582658 

700-09-894 

69187 

59562 

720-07333 

None 

B279559 

1673216 

HMT4125 

39865 

106685 

34341 

LGK741 

WI00010 

None 

A272990 
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Dated this_day of_, 2019, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

STEPHEN C. DRIES 
Clerk of Court 


Deputy Clerk 

Return 

This warrant was received and executed with the arrest of the above-named defendants. 

Date warrant received: _ 

Date warrant executed: _ 

Name and title of arresting officer: _ 

Signature of arresting officer: _ 

Date: _ 
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